Landscaping Information
General Business Licenses

Click here to view general business license requirements.

Employment Requirements

If you plan to have employees click here to view employment requirements.

Special Licenses

All Landscape Architects must be licensed by the State of South Carolina in order to call themselves a
landscape architect or to practice landscape architecture. Go to Labor, Licensing and Regulation.

Industry Permits

To determine public health and environmental authority's standards and requirements, visit the
SCDHEC web site for additional information.

For out-of-state material purchases, apply for a South Carolina Use Tax Certificate Department of
Revenue on SCBOS.

If you plan to operate a motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight of greater than 26,000 pounds for
the purpose of the transportation of property on a public highway, the contractor would be required to
register for Motor Carrier Property Tax by completing Form 442, Application for Motor Carrier Property
Tax. PT-442.

Land-disturbing activities including clearing, grading, grubbing, and excavation, except activities that
disturb less than two (2) acres and are not part of a larger plan of development, require a state
sediment and erosion control permit. Consult SCDHEC for additional information.

Call before you dig. Anyone proposing to excavate, dig, bore, tunnel, blast, or disturb the earth in any
manner in which buried utilities may be damaged is requested to contact the Palmetto Utilities
Protection Service.

Renovating or demolishing an existing facility? Before a facility or portion of a facility is demolished or
renovated, the owner and the contractor must ensure that the facility has been thoroughly inspected
for the presence of asbestos. The inspection must be performed by a person who has been trained as
an asbestos building inspector in accordance with requirements of the Asbestos Model Accreditation
Plan. Find out more about the inspection process at SCDHEC.

Other Links

General Liability Insurance (take into consideration the risks of the business - employees maybe
running power equipment, digging, etc.)


https://www.scbos.sc.gov/content/PDF/SCBOS/Resources/General-Business-License.pdf
https://www.scbos.sc.gov/content/PDF/SCBOS/Resources/Planning-on-Hiring-or-Adding-New-Employee.pdf
http://www.llr.state.sc.us/POL/landscapearchitect/
http://www.scdhec.gov/
https://dor.sc.gov/
https://dor.sc.gov/
http://www.scdhec.gov/environment.htm
http://www.sc1pups.org/
http://www.sc1pups.org/
http://www.scdhec.gov/Environment/AirQuality/Asbestos/

Bonding: Some contracts require employees to be bonded. For information on bonding, please check
your local area yellow pages for bonding companies within your business area.

OSHA: Handling hazardous materials and waste products require special safety regulations please
contact your South Carolina office.

Courses are now offered at Clemson and Midlands Technical College on Design Maintenance.

If a landscaper grows plants to be used as a part of the landscaping business only to install on jobs
that he is contracted to provide - no retail licenses in needed. If a landscaper grows plants and will be
making some sales of the plants to others that he is not contracted to install, a retail license will be
needed (See SC Technical Advice Memorandum # 88-20). If a retail license is needed see the
"General Business Licenses" Section above.

If you are a nursery you will need to contact Clemson University - Department of Plant Industries.



https://www.osha.gov/dcsp/osp/stateprogs/south_carolina.html
https://dor.sc.gov/
http://www.clemson.edu/public/regulatory/plant_industry/

