
 What is Self-Employment Tax?  

 
 

 

 

 

Self-employment tax (SE tax) is a social security and Medicare tax primarily for individuals who 
work for themselves. It is similar to the social security and Medicare taxes withheld from the pay of 
most wage earners. 

You are self-employed if any of the following apply to you. 

 You carry on a trade or business as a sole proprietor or an independent contractor.  
 You are a member of a partnership that carries on a trade or business.  
 You are otherwise in business for yourself.  

 

Go to http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Self-Employed  
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